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nally amassed a fortune.    But he not only never

saved, he lived habitually beyond his means.   He

did not become poor by his devotion to the public

service, but by his own extravagance.   He loved

to spend money and to live well.    He had a fine

library and  handsome   plate;   he bought fancy

cattle; he kept open house, and indulged in that                  '

most expensive of all luxuries, " gentleman-farm-                  ,,

ing."    He never stinted himself in any way, and

he gave away money with reckless generosity and

heedless profusion, often not stopping to inquire                 I

who the recipient of his bounty might be.   The                 \

result was debt;  then   subscriptions among his                 i

friends to pay his debts; then a fresh start and                 1

more debts, and more subscriptions and funds for                 \

his benefit, and gifts of money for his table, and                 I

checks or notes for several thousand dollars in                 i

token of admiration of the 7th of March speech.1                 j

1 The story of the gift of tea thousand dollars in token of ad-                     \

miration of the 7th of March speech, referred to by Dr. Von                     |

Hoist (Const. Hist, of the United Stales) maybe found inavol-                     ?

time entitled, In Memoriam, B. Ogle Tayloe, p. 109, and is as fol-                      <i

lows: " My opulent and munificent friend and neighbor Mr. Wil-                     '

iiara W. Corcoran," says Mr. Tayloe, " after the perusal of Web-
ster's celebrated March speech in defence of the Constitution and
of Southern rights, inclosed to Mrs. "Webster her husband's note
for ten thousand dollars given him for a loan to that amount.
Mr. Webster met Mr. Corcoran the same evening, at the Presi-
dent's, and thanked him for the ' princely favor.' Next day he
addressed to Mr. Corcoran a letter of thanks which I read at Mr.
Corcoran's request." This version is substantially correct. The
morning of March 8 Mr. Corcoran inclosed with a letter of con-
gratulation some notes of Mr. Webster's amounting to some BUI

i
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